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BIOSECURITY AND AGRICULTURE MANAGEMENT BILL 2006 
Committee 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.  The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Hon Louise Pratt) in the 
chair; Hon Kim Chance (Minister for Agriculture and Food) in charge of the bill. 

Postponed clause 28:  Compliance with pest exclusion notice -  
The clause, as amended, was postponed on 30 May.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move -  

Page 29, line 27 to page 30, line 6 - To delete the lines. 

I will just explain, because I also have amendments to clause 29 and 31 of the same ilk.  These are the three 
clauses that take effect on reporting, and I will be seeking to resolve those by moving a new clause 187, which 
fills in the details of the compliance statement.   

Amendment put and passed. 

Postponed clause, as further amended, put and passed.  
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Hon Louise Pratt):  Members, we are now dealing with new clauses.  We will 
recommit clause 29 after the other matters have been dealt with.  I refer members to page 20 of the 
supplementary notice paper and to new clause 3.  Schedules will be dealt with after the new clauses.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Have we dealt with clause 195?  

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  There is no clause 195. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  That is probably why we have not dealt with it!  

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  I thought that we would recommit clauses 13, 28, 29 and 31 and insert new 
clause 187.  Should not the bill have been recommitted to deal with those clauses?   

Hon Kim Chance:  I am in the hands of the Deputy Chairman.   

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  There is something wrong here.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Apparently, we will come back to them.   

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  It is my understanding that clause 38 was postponed, which is why we went back 
to it.  Members, we are now dealing with new clause 3, which is on page 20 of the supplementary notice paper.   

New clause 3 -  

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move - 

Page 2, after line 7 - To insert the following new clause - 

3. Objects of Act 
(1) The objects of this Act are to provide effective biosecurity and agriculture 

management for the State by providing the means to - 

(a) control the entry, establishment, spread and impact of organisms 
that have or may have an adverse effect on - 

(i) other organisms; or 

(ii) human beings; or 

(iii) the environment or part of the environment; or 
(iv) agricultural activities, fishing or pearling activities, or 

related commercial activities, carried on, or intended to be 
carried on, in the State or part of the State;  

and 
(b) control the use of agricultural and veterinary chemicals; and 
(c) establish standards to ensure the safety and quality of agricultural 

products; and 
(d) raise funds for biosecurity-related purposes. 
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(2) Nothing in this Act empowers the regulation of diseases which affect only 
human health. 

The effect of new clause 3 is to put in place the primary recommendation of the standing committee, which is to 
insert the objects of proposed act.   
Hon GIZ WATSON:  I appreciate the fact that the government has accommodated the matter that the 
committee raised.  It is an important matter.  The Greens certainly support new clause 3.   
New clause put and passed.   
New clause 13 -  
Hon GIZ WATSON:  I move -  

Page 19, after line 16 -To insert the following new clause - 

13. Nomination of prohibited organisms 
(1) Any person may nominate an organism to be declared a prohibited organism. 

(2) A nomination must be in the prescribed form. 
I will talk to the three new clauses standing in my name on the supplementary notice paper as a group because 
they relate to one another.  The intention of the new clauses is to allow an individual person to nominate an 
organism to be declared a prohibited organism and to ensure that that nomination is in a prescribed form.  The 
other two new clauses that I propose will ensure that the Biosecurity Council gives the nominations due 
consideration within a year.  The third new clause that I propose to move requires that the minister must, within 
30 days of receiving a recommendation, determine whether the organism is a prohibitive organism.  Currently, 
the bill does not allow an individual to nominate a particular organism, it does not require the Biosecurity 
Council to deal with that matter within a certain time frame and it does not require the minister to make a follow-
through decision.  I think it is a useful addition to the bill and does not do anything to detract from the other 
provisions within the bill.  I seek the support of the house for the new clauses. 
Hon KIM CHANCE:  I thank Hon Giz Watson for dealing with the three new clauses together.  As she quite 
rightly says, they are all closely related in their intent.  The government will not be supporting any of the three 
new clauses, but that is not to say that it believes that they have no merit.  Indeed, the involvement of the public 
in the identification of risk organisms is important.  I believe that the proposals contained in the Greens’ 
amendments can be incorporated into administrative policy and also the instrument that establishes the 
Biosecurity Council.  It is a policy that can establish best practice time frames for the provision of advice and the 
way in which declarations are made.  I do not want the member to feel I am being offhand about this.  I make it 
quite clear that there is nothing that can prevent any person or organisation making representation or submission 
to the Biosecurity Council or, indeed, direct to the minister if it is believed that a particular organism ought to be 
treated in that way by the Biosecurity Council.  To that extent, that is not dissimilar from the process we have 
now because people approach me to put a point of view - sometimes quite politically - about whether a particular 
organism ought to have particular treatment process.  It is a good idea; it is something we want to encourage 
because the more we have individuals and, more particularly, local groups such as environmental bodies and 
farmer groups engaging with the administrative process, the better we are.  I think we can do that better through 
the administrative process.  I certainly offer to Hon Giz Watson the opportunity to be involved in the drafting of 
that administrative process. 
Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  The opposition will not support the three new clauses.  We have had this 
argument before about the third party.  If I remember correctly, it was with the Rights in Water and Irrigation 
Amendment Bill.  We can have situations in which things come in from left field and we can be inundated with 
having to sort out what is a genuine and responsible response.  It goes against our policy to have third-party 
arrangements.  I say to Hon Giz Watson that we have been fairly supportive of her predictions and 
recommendations but, on this occasion, we cannot support her. 
New clause put and negatived. 
Hon GIZ WATSON:  I will not move new clauses 14 and 15 on the supplementary notice paper standing in my 
name as the committee has already decided that argument.   

New clause 187 -  
Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move - 

Page 128, after line 4 - To insert the following new clause -  

187. Compliance statements 
(1) The Director General must prepare -  
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(a) a statement for the period 1 January to 30 June in each year; and 

(b) a statement for the period 1 July to 30 December in each year, 

on the performance of public authorities that have failed to comply with a 
pest exclusion notice, section 29(2) or (3) or a pest control notice during that 
period. 

(2) Before preparing a statement the Director General must consult with each 
public authority whose performance is to be referred to in the statement. 

(3) Each statement is to be included in the department’s next annual report after 
the period for which it is prepared. 

(4) Each statement is to be given to the Minister not later than 3 months after the 
end of the period for which it is prepared. 

(5) The Minister must cause a copy of the statement to be laid before each 
House of Parliament, or dealt with under subsection (6), within 14 days after 
the report is received by the Minister. 

(6) If -  

(a) at the commencement of the period referred to in subsection (5) a 
House of Parliament is not sitting; and 

(b) the Minister is of the opinion that that House will not sit during that 
period, 

the Minister must transmit a copy of the statement to the Clerk of that 
House. 

(7) A copy of a statement transmitted to the Clerk of a House is to be regarded 
as having been laid before that House. 

(8) The laying of a copy of a direction that is regarded as having occurred under 
subsection (7) is to be recorded in the Minutes, or Votes and Proceedings, of 
the House on the first sitting day of the House after the Clerk received the 
copy. 

This is the compromise position that we have spoken about on the issue that first arose during debate on 
clause 28.  I think it is a good result.  I think the Parliament will now get much clearer advice on compliance 
with the issue by agencies that control public land.  This has been strongly championed by both the opposition 
and the Greens (WA) and I think we have come to an effective compromise. 

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  I thank the minister for coming up with this compromise.  There was previously 
a deficiency in accountability measures.  I do not think any minister or chief executive officer would be happy if 
his or her agency were bandied around in this house as an agency that did not comply with these notices, when 
landholders must comply with the notices and, if they do not, are subject to quite significant fines.  If we were to 
give those people a serve in this place, it would be a very salutary lesson to other agencies to take note of those 
notices or orders that are served on them.  I thank the minister for the change. 

New clause put and passed. 

Schedule 1:  Matters for which regulations may be made -  

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move -  

Page 134, line 9 - To delete “specifying” and insert instead -  

prescribing 

Amendment put and passed. 
Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move -  

Page 135, line 11 - To delete “land” and insert instead - 

places 

Amendment put and passed. 
Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move - 

Page 136, line 2 - To delete “a notice” and insert instead - 
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a land document 

Amendment put and passed. 
Hon KIM CHANCE:  I have an amendment that is not on the supplementary notice paper.  I will move it now 
to ensure that the amendments to the schedule are in order.  I move - 

Page 136, after line 6 - To insert - 

25. The use, management, supply, purchase, handling, movement and treatment of 
agricultural products, animal feeds, fertilisers and other things that are, or are 
reasonably suspected to be, contaminated. 

My advice is that this amendment will merely make the clause complete in its description of what is covered by 
the clause.   

Amendment put and passed. 
Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move - 

Page 139, line 11  - To delete “specified” and insert instead - 

prescribed 

Amendment put and passed. 

Schedule, as amended, put and passed. 
Hon KIM CHANCE:  It is my intention to report progress to allow me to move a motion that the house sit 
beyond 5.00 pm to complete this bill.   

Progress reported and leave granted to sit again, on motion by Hon Kim Chance (Minister for Agriculture 
and Food).   
[Continued below.]  
 


